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peculiar metallic taste in his mouth. The an&aelig;sthesia passed
away in half an hour, but he did not completely recover the
use of his limbs for four days; the bladder was paralysed for
twenty-four hours, and relieved by the catheter of high coloured
urine with abundance of phosphates. The bowels were con-
fined. All these symptoms gradually disappeared, excepting
alight deafness, and he was discharged on the 14th ult. con-
valescent.
The case was admitted under the care of Mr. de M&eacute;ric, the

surgeon for the week.
I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

JOHN D. HILL, M.R.C.S.,
House-surgeon.Royal Free Hospital, July, 1861.

POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM ASSOCIATION.
(NOTE FROM MR. GRIFFIN.)

RICHARD GRIFFIN.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I shall feel obliged by your allowing me, through the
medium of your journal, to inform the Poor-law medical officers
that I have this day received a communication to request my
attendance before the Select Committee on Poor Relief on
Tuesday, the 23rd inst. I hope those gentlemen about to give
evidence will not delay its preparation, as the subject is of too
important a nature to trust entirely to memory.

I have this day received &pound;2 from the officers of the Saffron
Walden Union, the only subscription forwarded to me since
May 24th last.-I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

12, Royal-terrace, Weymouth,
July 20th, 1861. 

-

THE HEALTH OF CHILDREN IN INDUSTRIAL
SCHOOLS.

JOHN GOODCHILD, L.R.C.P. ED.

To the Edit01’ of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I regret very much the tone which Mr. Banks has
thrown into the discussion respecting the health of children in
various large industrial schools in the neighbourhood of London,
because angry letters are seldom wise ones, nor conducive to
eliciting the truth, whether the matter be trivial, or important,
as in the present case. Mr. Banks’ wrath seems hurled against
Mr. Tuffnel’s report and my letter to THE LANCET, though it
is not always clear which he means to assail; for he quotes the
latter, and then speaks of Dr. Wilkinson’s vindication of the
North Surrey Schools, as if I had been the first to appear in

print. In fact, he rushes at us with his eyes shut, and he had
better for the future, before forming conclusions, be sure that
his premises are correct.
My first communication was an "apology" for the rate of

mortality at the Hanwell Schools as compared with the North
Surrey, and an explanation of some points in Mr. Tuffnel’s
report, and Dr. Wilkinson’s remarks thereon. This must con-
vey a request to Mr. Banks to furnish us with full particulars
as.to the arrangements of the Forest-gate Schools, where, with
inmates of the lowest physical type, "f&oelig;x populi," (to
adopt Mr. Banks’ classical quotation,) the mortality is only
one-third per cent., and amongst the St. Pancras children, ab-
solutely "nil." "

I believe I made no attempt to prove the Hanwell Schools a
‘ perfect paragon." Certainly no such thought has ever been
present with me. I did think until I read Mr. Banks’ letter
that, considering all things, our mortality averages were pretty
good ; but now a great effort must be made to improve them.

I am at a loss to understand whom Mr. Banks attacks in
his remarks upon the late Mr. Aubin, a most estimable and in-
telligent man, and I believe one of the original supporters, if
not the founder, of the Industrial School system ; but from cer-
tain expressions of my own being inserted, I snppose I am still
the culprit. Having known Mr. Aubin well for three years
previously to his decease, I thought I might express my belief
that he had no "secret remedy," as some have supposed, and
am sorry if I have adopted a "puffing. style of remarks"in
doing so.
- In conclusion, Sir. I emphatically repeat that my letter was

explanatory only, reflecting upon no one-an "apology" for
our rate of mortality as compared with the North Surrey
Schools. And if Mr. Banks can show that those at Forest-gate
receive the very dregs of the population-children with open
scrofulous abscesses and carious vertebr&aelig;-servants invalided
from their situations with phthisis, disease of the heart, &c.,
who have been old pupils; that all sent are received, and none
turred away to die elsewhere; in short, that the Forest-gate

School is an hospital as well as a school; that, with all this,
the mortality averages but one-third per cent.,-he is undoubt-
edly bound, in the interests of humanity in general, and of
this class of schools in particular, to make the profession
acquainted with the means by which such marvellous results are
attained.

I am. Sir. vours obedientlv.
Baling-, July, 1861.

A LADY AMONGST THE STUDENTS.

AN EYE-WITNESS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In an article under the above heading, published in
your journal of the 6th inst., the lady in question is described
as calmly sounding for stone in the " male bladder." It would
correct the misunderstanding which the statement so expressed
has given rise to if it were known, in addition, that the " male
bladder" belonged to a child of about two years of age, and
that the examination took place in a female ward.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
July, 1861.

P.S.-I enclose my card.

THE MEDICAL ACT.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Most undoubtedly the clause insisted on by Mr. Gough.
is essential to the efficiency of the Medical Act. Any quack
setting himself up in a country district may obtain practice
without even once assuming a medical title. I have an in-
stance at present in my own district, and it does seem hard
and extremely degrading that anyone should have to contend
against unprincipled impostors after the late additional expense
incurred by registration, not to speak of the course of study
and the examinations required to qualify for practice and re-
spectability. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

Glanton, Alnwick, July, 1861. Z.

PROFESSIONAL EVIDENCE IN COURTS OF
LAW.

JOHN CHEESMAN, M.D.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-Are you aware that medical practitioners, when at-
tending Assize courts to give professional evidence are allowed
only second-class railway fares? I attended the Assizes at
Stafford last week, in a case of manslaughter, and was paid
my railway fare at the above rate. If this is the usual thing,
I think it a very shabby way of treating professional men.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Newark-on-Trent, July, 1861.

UNIVERSITY OF ST. ANDREWS.
NEW REGULATIONS.

THE following ordinance, remodelling and regulating the
granting of Degrees in Medicine by the University of

St. Andrews, has just been -issued by the Scottish Universities
Commission:-

’ I. The degrees in medicine to be hereafter granted by the
University of St. Andrews shall be divided into three classes;
and be designated respectively Bachelor of Medicine (M;B.),
Master- in Surgery (C.M.), and Doctor of Medicine (M.D.). ).

II. The preliminary branches of extra-professional education;
in the case of candidates for the degrees of Bachelor of Medicine
and Master in Surgery, shall be English, Latin, arithmetic, the
elements of mathematics, and the elements of mechanics ; and
the proficiency of students in these branches shall, as far:as
possible, be ascertained. by examination prior to the commence-
ment of their medical study.

III. No candidate shall be admitted to a professional exa-
mination for either of the last-mentioned degrees who has not
passed a satisfactory examination on at least two of the follow-
ing subjects, in addition to the subjects mentioned above :-
Greek, French, German, higher mathematics, natural philo-
sophy, natural history, logic, moral philosophy; and the exa-
mination on these subjects also shall, as far as possible, take
place before the candidate has entered on his medical curri-
culum.


